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Executive Summary
The New GP contract national headlines:













Core general practice funding will increase by £978 million per year by 2023/24.
A PCN contract will be introduced from 1 July 2019 as a Directed Enhanced Service
(DES). It will ensure general practice plays a leading role in every PCN and mean
much closer working between networks and their Integrated Care System. This will be
supported by a PCN Development Programme which will be centrally funded and
locally delivered.
By 2023/24, the PCN contract is expected to invest £1.799 billion, or £1.47 million per
typical network covering 50,000 people. This will include funding for around 20,000
more health professionals including additional clinical pharmacists, physician
associates, first contact physiotherapists, community paramedics and social
prescribing link workers. Bigger teams of health professionals will work across PCNs,
as part of community teams, providing tailored care for patients and will allow GPs to
focus more on patients with complex needs.
A new shared savings scheme for PCNs so GPs benefit from their work to reduce
avoidable A&E attendances, admissions and delayed discharge, and from reducing
avoidable outpatient visits and over-medication through a pharmacy review.
A new state backed indemnity scheme will start from April 2019 for all general practice
staff including out-of-hours.
Additional funding of IT which will allow both people and practices to benefit from the
latest digital technologies. All patients will have the right to digital-first primary care,
including web and video consultations by 2021. All practices will be offering repeat
prescriptions electronically from April 2019 and patients will have digital access to
their full records from 2020.
A new primary care Fellowship Scheme will be introduced for newly qualifying nurses
and GPs, as well as Training Hubs.
Improvements to the Quality and Outcomes Framework (QOF) to bring in more
clinically appropriate indicators such as diabetes, blood pressure control and cervical



screening. There will also be reviews of heart failure, asthma and mental health. In
addition there will be the introduction of quality improvement modules for prescribing
safety and end of life care.
Extra access funding of £30 million a year will expand extended hours provision
across PCNs and from 2019 see GP practices taking same-day bookings direct from
NHS 111 when clinically appropriate.

References: https://www.england.nhs.uk/gp/investment/gp-contract/gp-contract-documentation-2019-20/

Primary Care Networks
To date the nine PCNs in east Berkshire have been access support to deliver greater network
maturity with their members. The following have been accessed by all PCNs:
 Population health management training for PCNs has commenced with each PCN
sending representation;
 Response to draft service specifications released for consultation from NHS England
submitted;
 Engagement and mobilisation of the Mental Health Integrated Community Services in
LOCC, Bracknell and Windsor PCNs;
 Organisational development allocations for 2019/2020 have started to be accessed by
PCNs. The areas of focus for PCNs in progressing their development through this
investment are Leadership, planning and partnerships and Integrating care
 Established East Berkshire PCN Clinical Director forum – monthly peer support forum
with focus on the delivery of the new Network DES and PCN assigned investments
The CCG are predicting an underspend in 2019/20 of PCN investments, specifically through
the delay in recruitment of the new workforce. The CCG will work with local PCNs and those
across the ICS to agree the options for investing these funds in the continuing development
of primary care networks and delivery of services.
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